Relative sparing of calcitonin gene-related peptide-containing primary sensory neurons following neonatal capsaicin treatment in the rat.
Calcitonin gene-related peptide (CGRP)-containing sensory neurons projecting to viscera or skin were detected by immunocytochemistry combined with fluorescent tracer in the dorsal root ganglia (Th9-10) of rats 5-6 weeks old treated neonatally with capsaicin. The number of CGRP-like immunoreactive (IR) cells were reduced by 50-60% with capsaicin treatment. Visceral CGRP-IR sensory neurons were shown to be more sensitive than cutaneous ones, which was also supported by the fact that CGRP-IR fibers in the stomach were completely diminished while epidermal CGRP-IR fibers were spared.